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Strand	
  Goals	
  
•  To	
  share	
  the	
  background,	
  structure,	
  and	
  purpose	
  
of	
  Project	
  SPARK	
  and	
  its	
  founda+on	
  in	
  the	
  Young	
  
Scholars	
  Model	
  

•  To	
  discuss	
  key	
  elements	
  of	
  the	
  Young	
  Scholars	
  
Model	
  and	
  its	
  implementa+on	
  in	
  various	
  seZngs	
  

•  To	
  explore	
  ques+ons	
  and	
  dilemmas	
  related	
  to	
  
early	
  iden+fica+on	
  and	
  response	
  to	
  advanced	
  
poten+al	
  

•  To	
  prac+ce	
  strategies	
  for	
  recognizing	
  and	
  
responding	
  to	
  advanced	
  poten+al	
  in	
  diverse	
  
popula+ons	
  

Project	
  SPARK:	
  Suppor+ng	
  and	
  
Promo+ng	
  Advanced	
  Readiness	
  in	
  Kids	
  
•  Focus	
  on	
  early	
  awareness/iden:fica:on/	
  
interven:on	
  to	
  support	
  high	
  poten:al	
  	
  

•  Emphasis	
  at	
  grades	
  K-­‐2	
  in	
  schools	
  with	
  high	
  
popula+ons	
  from	
  underserved	
  groups	
  

•  Applica+on/scaling	
  up	
  of	
  the	
  Young	
  Scholars	
  
Model	
  in	
  4	
  Connec+cut	
  school	
  districts	
  
– Access	
  to	
  advanced	
  learning	
  opportuni+es	
  
– Affirma*on	
  of	
  high	
  academic	
  poten+al	
  
– Advocates	
  for	
  students	
  

This	
  project	
  is	
  supported	
  under	
  the	
  Javits	
  GiIed	
  and	
  Talented	
  Students	
  Educa+on	
  Grant	
  Program,	
  PR/Award	
  Number	
  S206A140017,	
  as	
  administered	
  by	
  the	
  OESE,	
  U.S.	
  Department	
  of	
  Educa+on.	
  



3/8/18	
  

3	
  

Sample	
  Lesson:	
  Colorful	
  Categories	
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Lesson	
  Features	
  to	
  Note	
  

•  Cri+cal/Crea+ve	
  Thinking	
  Strategy	
  Icon	
  
•  Behaviors	
  to	
  Observe	
  
•  Addi+onal	
  emphases	
  related	
  to	
  strategies,	
  
behaviors,	
  access	
  for	
  language	
  learners,	
  etc.	
  

Addi+onal	
  Sample	
  Lessons	
  

•  In	
  a	
  group,	
  explore	
  your	
  sample	
  lesson.	
  Consider	
  
the	
  following	
  (to	
  share	
  with	
  the	
  group):	
  
– How	
  does	
  the	
  lesson	
  encourage	
  students	
  to	
  
demonstrate	
  evidence	
  of	
  advanced	
  poten+al?	
  	
  

–  To	
  what	
  degree	
  and	
  in	
  what	
  propor+on	
  of	
  students	
  
would	
  you	
  expect	
  to	
  see	
  the	
  indicated	
  behaviors?	
  

– Do	
  you	
  agree	
  with	
  the	
  behaviors	
  listed,	
  or	
  are	
  there	
  
others	
  from	
  the	
  GBRS	
  paperwork	
  you	
  would	
  expect?	
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Nurture Guide Support 
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The Model in Schools 

Each	
  school	
  tailors	
  the	
  
model	
  to	
  the	
  individual	
  
needs	
  of	
  the	
  school	
  and	
  

community:	
  

•  Cluster	
  the	
  students	
  in	
  classes	
  and	
  co-­‐
teach	
  

• Mul+-­‐age	
  groupings	
  
•  Small	
  group	
  mee+ngs,	
  weekly	
  or	
  monthly	
  
•  Looping	
  
•  School-­‐wide	
  enrichment	
  challenges	
  	
  
•  AIer-­‐school	
  and	
  summer	
  programs	
  

11	
  

Making	
  SPARK	
  Work	
  

•  Slow	
  process	
  of	
  engaging	
  teacher	
  investment	
  
–  Invi+ng	
  feedback	
  
– Professional	
  development	
  offerings	
  
– Summer	
  teaching	
  opportuni+es	
  
– Working	
  on	
  increasing	
  understanding	
  of	
  giIed	
  ed	
  
fundamentals	
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Summer	
  Teachers	
  
District	
   Summer	
  

2015	
  
Summer	
  
2016	
  

Summer	
  
2017	
  

1	
   3/3	
   3/4	
   3/5	
  

2	
   2/3	
   3/4	
   4/4	
  

3	
   2/6	
   3/6	
   5/6	
  

4	
   NA	
   1/4	
   1/3	
  

•  Priority	
  for	
  summer	
  
hiring	
  given	
  to	
  K-­‐2	
  
teachers	
  from	
  
treatment	
  schools	
  	
  

•  Chart	
  at	
  leI	
  shows	
  ra+o	
  
of	
  summer	
  teachers	
  in	
  
that	
  category	
  by	
  year	
  
and	
  district	
  

Making	
  SPARK	
  Work	
  

•  Managing	
  both	
  expecta+ons	
  and	
  vision	
  
– Summer	
  program	
  …	
  and	
  what	
  else?	
  
– Parent	
  communica+on	
  
– Encouraging	
  district	
  investment	
  
– Working	
  on	
  increasing	
  understanding	
  of	
  giIed	
  ed	
  
fundamentals	
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Evidence	
  of	
  Effec+veness	
  

•  Research	
  Evidence	
  
– Achievement	
  data	
  in	
  math	
  and	
  reading	
  
–  Iden+fica+on	
  for	
  local	
  giIed	
  programs	
  
– Observa+on	
  data	
  

•  External	
  Evalua+on	
  
– Teacher	
  surveys	
  and	
  focus	
  groups	
  
– Parent	
  surveys	
  
– Administrator	
  interviews	
  

Summer	
  SPARK	
  
and	
  SPARK	
  
Ins+tutes	
  each	
  
summer	
  

Enrolled	
  139	
  students	
  in	
  
SPARK	
  summer	
  program	
  
2015	
  and	
  over	
  200	
  in	
  
2016	
  and	
  2017	
  

100-­‐200	
  
Response	
  
Lessons	
  per	
  year	
  
conducted	
  in	
  K-­‐2	
  
classrooms	
  

Enrolled	
  over	
  800	
  
students	
  across	
  22	
  
schools	
  to	
  date	
  

Project	
  Accomplishments	
  
to	
  Date	
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