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Project  SPARK:  Supporting  and  Promoting  
Advanced  Readiness  in  Kids
Focus  on  early  awareness/identification of  high  potential

Intervention  to  promote  achievement

Emphasis  on  students  in  grades  K-­‐2,  particularly  those  students  from  
sub-­‐groups  traditionally  underserved  in  gifted  programs.  

students  from  culturally  and  linguistically  diverse  backgrounds  
students  from  low-­‐income  backgrounds

Application/scaling  up  of  the  Young  Scholars  Model  in  Connecticut  
schools



To  increase  the  
rate  of  
identification  of  
and  services  to  
students  from  
underrepresented  
groups  in  gifted  
programs.

To  promote  
achievement  of  
high-­‐potential  
students  from  
underrepresented  
groups,  thereby  
reducing  the  
excellence  gap.

To  help  K-­‐2  
teachers  
recognize  high  
potential  
through  
professional  
development

To  increase  student  
readiness  for  gifted  
program  participation  
through  engagement  in  
challenging  curriculum  and  
cluster  grouping  for  
instruction

Focus  on  Recognizing  High  
Potential  and  Supporting  

Access  to  Advanced  
Curriculum  at  K-­‐2
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SPARK  Summer  Program  Outline

Geometry  unit  from  Project  M2

Professional  development  for  teachers
Three  weeks,  3-­‐4  hours  per  day
Cross-­‐age  grouping
4 districts,  4  schools,  16  classrooms



Overview  of  Unit:          Example  of  Lesson  Plan:



Student  Focus:

Strengthening  conceptual  understanding

Hands-­‐on  activities  that  promote  critical  thinking  

Real  world  problem  solving  skills

Scaffolded levels  of  application

Encourage  math  talk  skills  to  promote  and  expand  their  
thinking  and  rationale



Extension  of  the  regular  classroom-­‐

Introduction:
-­‐Introduce  basic  shape  vocabulary                    -­‐Introductory  sorting  tree



Example  of  a  Multi-­‐Attribute  Sorting  Tree

-­‐Provides  scaffolded
instruction

-­‐Encourages  higher  order  
thinking  skills

-­‐Practice  multi-­‐step  
problem  solving  skills



Continuing  Rigorous  Instruction:
Introduce  new  rigorous  vocabulary  

to  further  enhance  skill



Continuing  Higher  Order  Thinking



Application  of  Knowledge-­‐
Highest  Level  of  Thinking



Students  in  Action



Differentiated  Instruction:          Every  Lesson  has  ways  to  promote  higher  

for  students  who  need  extra  support.



play  math  games  
with  other  kids  
having  fun  and  

bringing  aspects  of  it  
to  my  everyday  

get  to  play  
outside  and  get  
smarter,  too.......It  

Mackenzie,  6

to  me  what  a  
quadrilateral  was  
and  he  was  so  

SPARKing student  and  
teacher  learning

This  project  is  supported  under  the  Javits Gifted  and  Talented  Students  Education  Grant  Program,  PR/Award  Number  S206A140017,  as  administered  by  the  OESE,  U.S.  Department of  Education.



Questions?


