
3/8/18	  

1	  

Sparking	  High	  Poten4al:	  Illumina4ng	  
Young	  Students’	  Thinking	  

Kelly	  L.	  Kearney,	  Rebecca	  O’Brien,	  &	  	  
Anne	  M.	  Roberts	  

University	  of	  Connec4cut	  

NAGC	  2017	  	  
	  
	  

The  Challenge

• Rates	  of	  iden4fica4on	  for	  giVed	  programs	  among	  students	  from	  
tradi4onally	  underserved	  popula4ons	  
• Need	  for	  approaches	  that	  support	  finding	  high	  poten4al	  across	  
demographic	  groups	  
• Need	  for	  approaches	  that	  provide	  students	  with	  supports	  to	  prepare	  
for	  the	  challenges	  of	  advanced	  programs	  
• Recommenda4ons	  around	  early	  interven4on,	  yet	  limited	  
programming	  
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This	  project	  is	  supported	  under	  the	  Javits	  GiVed	  and	  Talented	  Students	  Educa4on	  Grant	  Program,	  PR/Award	  
Number	  S206A140017,	  as	  administered	  by	  the	  Office	  of	  Elementary	  and	  Secondary	  Educa4on,	  U.S.	  Department	  of	  
Educa4on.	  	  
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Project  SPARK:  Suppor8ng  and  Promo8ng  
Advanced  Readiness  in  Kids
•  Focus	  on	  early	  iden*fica*on	  of	  high	  poten*al	  	  
•  Interven*on	  to	  promote	  achievement	  	  
•  Emphasis	  on	  students	  in	  grades	  K-‐2,	  par4cularly	  those	  students	  from	  
groups	  tradi*onally	  underserved	  in	  gi8ed	  programs.	  	  
•  students	  from	  culturally	  and	  linguis4cally	  diverse	  backgrounds	  	  
•  students	  from	  low-‐income	  backgrounds	  

• Applica4on/scaling	  up	  of	  the	  Young	  Scholars	  Model	  (Advanced	  
Academic	  Programs	  [AAP]	  Office,	  2013;	  Horn,	  2014)	  	  

Benefits  for  Schools  and  Students
•  Increased	  iden4fica4on	  of	  and	  services	  to	  students	  of	  high	  poten4al	  
from	  all	  popula4ons,	  and	  especially	  to	  those	  from	  underserved	  
groups.	  	  
•  Intended	  support	  for	  students:	  	  
•  access	  to	  support	  and	  advanced	  learning	  experiences	  
•  affirma)on	  of	  their	  poten4al	  and	  effort	  
•  advocates	  who	  will	  help	  to	  ensure	  their	  poten4al	  is	  developed	  (AAP	  Office,	  
2013,	  p.	  15).	  	  

• Professional	  development	  support	  for	  school	  staff	  
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Iden8fying  Poten8al

• Observe	  your	  students	  
• Give	  them	  opportunities	  for	  higher	  levels	  thinking	  and	  open-‐ended	  
tasks	  	  including	  Response	  Lessons.	  
• Take	  notes	  of	  behaviors	  and	  keep	  work	  samples	  	  
• Use	  the	  Gifted	  Behavior	  Rating	  Scale	  as	  a	  tool	  to	  rate	  and	  record	  
exceptional	  behaviors	  

GBRS

• Was	  developed	  by	  FCPS	  using	  current	  research	  on	  behaviors	  that	  
demonstrate	  academic	  strengths	  
•  Includes	  indicators	  that	  recognize	  and	  value	  cultural	  differences	  
• Aligns	  with	  National	  Association	  for	  Gifted	  Children	  (NAGC)	  
Standards	  
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Iden8fying  Poten8al

• Observe	  your	  students	  
• Give	  them	  opportunities	  for	  higher	  level	  thinking	  and	  open-‐ended	  
tasks	  	  including	  Response	  Lessons.	  
• Take	  notes	  of	  behaviors	  and	  keep	  work	  samples	  	  
• Use	  the	  Gifted	  Behaviors	  Rating	  Scale	  as	  a	  tool	  to	  rate	  and	  record	  
exceptional	  behaviors	  
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Response  Lessons

• Used	  to	  “draw	  out”	  giVed	  behaviors	  
• Allows	  for	  cri4cal	  and	  crea4ve	  thinking	  
• Aligns	  with	  GBRS	  

Thinking  Strategies

hkps://www.fcps.edu/academics/elementary-‐school-‐academics-‐k-‐6/advanced-‐
academics/cri4cal-‐and-‐crea4ve-‐thinking	  
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Lesson  Examples

A  Sunday  A)ernoon  on  the  Island  of  La  
Grande  Ja6e   
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Access	  Lessons:	  
	  
hkp://spark.uconn.edu/	  
	  
Resources	  >	  Treatment	  School	  Educators	  
	  
Password:	  sparkle	  
	  

SPARK  Team  Informa8on
•  Catherine	  A.	  Likle,	  Project	  Director	  

•  Professor,	  Educa4onal	  Psychology,	  University	  of	  Connec4cut	  
•  Contact:	  catherine.likle@uconn.edu	  or	  860-‐486-‐2754	  

•  Co-‐Principal	  Inves4gator:	  Jill	  Adelson,	  University	  of	  Louisville	  
•  jill.adelson@louisville.edu	  	  
	  

•  UConn	  Project	  Team:	  
•  Kelly	  Kearney,	  kelly.kearney@uconn.edu	  
•  Rebecca	  O’Brien,	  rebecca.obrien@uconn.edu	  	  
•  Lisa	  Muller,	  lisa.muller@uconn.edu	  	  	  


